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I 11ia~ cl0 SO without presumption, I 6hOUld l’iilre to 
sWBSt rjQnie of the special reasons whiefi uave 
occurrecl to when we thought our request might 
not be altogether unweIcome to you. 

16 Wenled t o  U6 ~ O L I  might like t o  add to the 
leqislative achievements of the Ministry over \vliich 
yaL1 Pre6iCk a 111etisure which must uiicloubtedly be 
ChSbified as 011e of social reform. Semndly, it 
f i ~ ~ n l c d  to us, for reasons upon mhicl1 it is perI1aps 
l u l n e m a r y  for me t o  dwell, t ha t  it might appear 
dwirable t o  ~ Q U  to do  something to mitigate the 
~ ’ e r y  prevdent ooniplaint that  monieii are unable to 
ol>t:Lih the pasage of legislation which particularly 
concerns them. Thirdly, it occurred t o  us, from a 
hiimane point of view, you might r e g a ~ d  I t  
HI pleasant. in your position of immelie 
authority a d  po7ver, t o  help those who for so 1o11g 
have tried hard t.0 help themselves. Again, I t  
occurred t o  us it might not be nnwelmme t o  the 
Prinie Minister to remedy the uneveli working of 
the Parliamentary system-if I may v e n t ~ ~ r e  ~ r o  to  
fiijeak of the system which prevails in the House of 
Commons-aiid give a chance tao a Private Member’s 
Bill. Then again, me thought ~ Q U  might weIcome 
an opportunity of redressing a grievance-a very 
real grievance-which exists between the  nuiws 
who cannot get Registration land the midwives wno 
have t ha t  advantage, before the grievance becomes 
prominently emphasised in the full  pera at ion of tile 
Alidwives’ Act, which will very shortly come about. 
.~hdfinally, we hopecl’you would be glad of the oppor- 
tunity of giving encourqgement t o  the nuiysing 
lm&&oii, a profwsion. which, I am sure you will 
nqruo, is one of singular nobility. 

I think tha t  this country can claim t o  have 
started the profession of nurses-(Hear, hear)-and 
ronwqnently it ought t o  be a matter of national 
pride t.0 rake  the standaid of nursing in this 
country, and continua to set an example tQ other 
couiiti-ies. (Hear, hear.) 

Those briefly are the reasons why 11-e ventured to 
hope tha t  you might be iuclined t,o give US such 
tacilities I&$ map be in your pwer for introducing 
:I Bill into the House of Conimoiis this Session. 

SIR TTICTOR HOXSLEY VOICES MEDICAL OPINION. 
SIS VICTOR EORSLEY: Sir, I appear ais reprmnt- 

i ng  the  Britis11 &Iedical Association, an Association 
which, Lord Anipthill has already inforn%d you, 
fiar, 011 repented occasions, passed resolutions 
practically nnaainioudy appiaving of the principle 
of the Registration of Nmsw. 

The  PRIM^ ~IINISTER: I do not think there is 
:iiigthing like nnaiiimity in the medical profession. 

SIR VICTOR HORSLEY: Very nearly. 
Th(+ PRIME B~IKISTICR: Do you say tha t ?  
HIR VICTOR HO~ISLEY: Yes, oertainly; beauss I 

had the honoiir of being in the chair a t  several of 
the meetin@;s of the British Medical Association. 

The PRIME MINISTER: You say tha t  rei~resents 
tlin medical profession? 

SIR VI~TOR HORSLEY: I: say the British Medical 
Associatioii is the only body that can represent the 
prof-ion. The medical profession has no &her 
machinery whelsby its vieivs can be represented, 
and the Britisli Medical Awciation number6 
20,000 practitioners, who send elected d e k ~ t e s  

t o  represent them, and therefore I think is entitledi 
t o  speak certainly as the  voice of t he  pirofession. 
(Hear, hear.) 

But even if we admit, for the sake of argument,. 
t h a t  t he  British Medical Awociation is not repre- 
sentative of the medial  profession, the le& I 
would say is that  it is €he only body in the medical I 
profession tha t  has taken the trouble to  refer a Bill 
of this kind t o  a Committee and thoroughly to. 
eshanst the subject. Of the three Bills before us, 
it is the principle involved in Bills 1 and 2 tha t  
the British Medim1 Association recommends. It 
is this: That the qualification of a nunse should 110 - 
longer be a t  the  mercy of private individuals 01% 
private institutions. (Hear, hear.) The Aswcia- 
tion feels very strongly that the time has now 
coma when it is in the intereets of t he  public, as 
well as of the medical profession, as well as of the 
nurses ’themselves, tha t  a guarantee should be 
given. The Scotch Bill has no such provision. It 
bavee the question of guarantee on qualifiatioii 
practically t o  the  teacher alone. The British 
Medical Amciation feel tha t  that  guarantee ought 
t o  be furnished by a Statutory Council, with t h e .  
control and proper examination. 

That is pivided for in Clause 10, and it would 
gain the protection of the piafemion of nurses. l i re .  
submit this is a form of protection that you might 
sympathise with, because, from our point of view, 
as members of the professiton which consists of 
inedical practitioners, i t  is most essential. 

The plibiic are to gain by t h s  fact of the nume . 
having a State guarantee that she alone is fit to 
nurse. 

Fiam the point of view of the interest of, the 
profession itself, t ha t  is exactly the’same as that  
of the public. We wish t o  have the nuiyses properly 
equipped in nuixing lrnowledge, and we wish that 
t o  be certified by State guarantee. But we want 
more ; we want the ethical status of nurses, and t h e  
discipline of the numing profession, t o  be secured, 
and from our own experience of the working of the . 
General NedicaI Council you can only obtain that 
by having a Statubory oonstituted or like Council, 
in vhO6e hands you place the governing of the 
nursing profession, and I believe i t  is only by 
establishing a Council of t ha t  sort tha t  you will 
pnt an end to the  undoubted existing evil of un- 
qualified medical practice by iiuiw6, and the con- 
sequent clanger to the public, and also the scaiidal 
within the ranlrs of the profession. 
I wi& t40 add that the British Medical Association 

also iyjnipnthise very mircli with the iiumes in pro- 
moting their own interests. It feels t ha t  after three 
yeam a nurse has hac1 a satisfactory muiw of educa- . 
tion, and if she h a s  passed an exaniiiiation she IS 
entitled to receive from the State a guarantee that 
she is frilly qualified. A s  regards the constitution 
of the Council, we also feel that the nurse5 shoiud 
have an even voice in the election of those who are . 
to govern them. With those remarks I beg t o  
6llppOrt the Deputation. 
Dn. BEDBQXD FENWIOR PROVES How DEFENCELESS 

ARE THE PUBLIC. 
DR. BEDFORD FENWICK: Sir, one of the most 

dificult points in wnnectim with this subject la : 
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