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:all worked when it was proposed to exclude Irish 
iiuives from the benefits of the Act, which me nom 

“most earnestly beg you \vi11 do all in your power 
to  forward without delay. 

~IATTBR OB NATIONAL NECESSITT. 
&IR. TVILLIAJI FIELD, 3I.F. : Sir, there are a great 

number of physicians practising in Duhliii, ancl an 
. eiioiwious iiuiiiber of nurses, ancl what the lady 
has told u s  is absolutely true. It is rather a 
peculiar circnmstaiice, but we are agreed. 
. I think this is B matter of national necessity, a i d  
’some steps should be taken. If I may say so, 1; is 
a iioii-contentisous subject, aiiscl if you will throw 

.your iufluencr. and power into it, and give 
facilities, fo r  a Bill t o  be introduced, I take 

. i t  there really 1 ~ x 1  be practically no opposition, ancl 
no long debate on the subject. Of oouise, there are 

. always a few sore heads in the cominunity- 
, (lanphter)--bnt the  vast majority of the  members 
I of the House of Coiiinious will support the Bill. 

I have nothiiig further to say, but to expreB tlie 
hope that the Government will do all they can t o  
p a a  a Nurses’ Registration Bill, particularly 111 
vicw of the fact that England, Ireland, ailcl Soot- 
land are at  your back in this matter. 

THB Pmm XINISTER’S REPLY. 
The P R I x x  A~INISTER, who, on rising to 

reply, was received with cheers, said : 
Lord Amptliill, ladies, and gentlemen: I 

 am very pleased t o  have the  opportunity 
of receiving you here this afternoon, and 

-listening to the  views of 6 0  important and mpre- 
seiitative a deputation, on a subject on which I 

,anfesa  1 have not myself much previous, or a t  aiiy 
ra t s  first-hand, familiarity. I uudeistand that the  
object of the legislation which you are pro- 
moting is t o  provide, by means of a repremiita- 
tive Couiicil, ,the machinery for the examination 
of persons taking up the, iiui&ig profession, t o  MT, 
up a register on which only the names of those 
persong shall be inscribed who satisfy the  examina- 
tion test, aiid t o  piwide tha t  thereafter 110 one 
shall claim or assume to p i~~c t i se  as a registered 
niirse who has not satisfiecl the test aiid been put 

--on the register. 
That nwuld not, of oourw, in the least prevent, 

,.as I uiidei.staiid the proposal, other personswho have 
not complied with the twt from pursning the pro- 
fession of nursing. (Heal-, hear.) ’When Sir Victor 
Horsley said, B few moments ago, in his very able 

..speech, that  the  recognised nnrse-that is tQ say, 
the iiuirje recognised by the State-is the only per- 

. son fit to engage in iiursinp, that  n ~ ~ n l d  not be the 
necessary effect of this: legislation. The free lance, 
if I may so dacriba her, would still be iii a p&tioii 

- t o  pursue hei- profsssioii as much as she does now, 
and secnice.her clients I n  the same way m before. 
SIR Vioroit RO~SLIGY : The public would take her 

. a t  their own risk. 
The PRIXB MTNISTER: They would take 

her a t  their o~vn risk, aucl she would 
iiot be entitled, subject t o  a penalty, 
t o  descisibs herself directly or indirectly arJ 
.a Itegistered Nuirje. (Hear, hear.) 

Iii regard to that, we are all agreed ns to the 
growing importance and dignity of this great pia- 
Session, and as t o  the magnificent services, the in- 
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dispensable services, which ii? renders t o  the medical 
profession and to  the cause of humanity in tne  
country; and I am certain there is not a man QY 
woman who does not wish tmo see it kept up to  tlie 
highest standard of efficiency, both as regards s d  
and care. And every step that can be taken in 
that direction will, I :in1 tii~re, commalid the s p -  
y t l i y ,  iiat only of all parties in the  State, but 
of evory British o r  Irish vitizen who cares for t he  
iiitercl.;b of his country. 

But here me 11ave to consider whc?thcr the 
machinery i s  best aclnpted t o  tha t  ciid. Whcn OAP. 
Field tolls me that in Ireland they are all uii l td 
on the snbject, and that we should not only have 
Itelaiid, but Englailrl ancl Scotland behind us, 
with the exceptio11 of a few sore heads, I am bo~uid 
to have regard to  the representations that mine 
to me from other quartere. 

What have I found on thib question of 
uiianiinity? I have a list of represntative p e l ~ n s  
whose opiiiion is entitled t o  the highest rmpect, 
who are altogether opposed t o  this proposed %@S- 
tration. I am iiot going t o  quote names, but they 
include the Chairman of the Westminster Hospital, 
t h e  Vice-’Prwident of the Royal Free Hospital, 
the Chairman of tlie Middlesex Hospital, $lie 
Chairman and Treasurer of the London HosphLal, 
the  Chairinaii of St. Ilary’s Hmpital, t he  Chairnian 
of the Hmpital foi- Sick Children, the Chairmall 
and Treasurer of Univerfiity G11ege Hospital, Lilt3 
Chaiiman of t he  West-End Hospital for Diseases 
of the  Nel?mus System, the Chairman of the Royal 
Vichria Infirmary, Newcaistlf+on-Tyne, the  Chair- 
man of Icing’s College Hospital, t he  Treasurer nf 
8t. Thomw’~  Hospital, tl10 Treasurer of at. 
George’s Hospital, aiid a number of others. 

MR. FIELD, M.P.: None from Ireland, Sir. 
The PRIME MINISTER: I am not tallr- 

iiig of Ireland. ‘ When I am told there 
is complete unanimity, a d  that  we sh’odd 
have all the authorities in our  favoI11*, I 
think the enumeration of those nama  is enough t o  
show that tha t  is not the  case. 

Sir Victor Homley said he represeated the British 
Medical Asociatioli, ivhich I agree is a iwpresenta- 
tive body. The1.e again I mist point out tha t  1. 
have here a list of the  iianies of 100 niembe1.s of th? 
niedical pirofession of Imiidon, and they include 
wine of the moet eminent 1iieiiibei.s of t he  profw- 
sion in many departments, and particularly in the 
departnient of ObBtetrim j 100 well-lriiown ineni- 
~ Q P S  of the medical pyofcrsion in bi ldon ,  and 120 
gentlemen of the highest distinction in the  pi’? 
vinceir, who are entirely opposed to legislation of. 
this kind. 

Then, when I oolne to ai1other equally important 
body, the Matron6 of hspitals in London and the 
provinces, 1 have here the names of 50-01’ 49 
t o  be accurate-&fatrons in London hospitals, and 
no less thah 109 Matrons of provilicial hospital% 
who are entirely opposed to this legislation. 

matter mhich, fw tl10 time being, is highly con- 
tirovorsial. 
TEE PRIXIO MINISTER ADMITS THB ARUUMDNTS LAID 

BEFORE HIM ARE VERY COUENT. 
I n  those circumstanoca I do not think wu can 

expect me to do more than promiw t o  give most 

I think you will agree with me when I say it 
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