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No happier destiny could have been f o u d  
for the " Absent. hIindec1 Beggar Hospital " a t  
Alton, Hants--somen~hat a, n7hite elephant to 
the War O&ce 117l1en once the rush of sick ancl 
wounded cases from South Africa ' hail been 
dealt with after tlie war-than to hand over 
buildings and equipnieiita (by special Act of 
Parliament) to Sir TT'illiam Treloar for the 
benefit of the cripple children, in whom he 
takes so warm ancl practical an interest. So 
it has come to pass that the happy voices of 
little children now echo through the wards, 
ancl nurses in warm blue coats of military pat- 
tern are to be met in the spacious grounds, for 
the breezes on these wind-swept Hampshire 
uplands are keen ancl penetrating, and warm 
garments are a necessity in passing from ward 
to ward, or to the nuuses' home, chapel, night 
nuixes' quarters, and other portiuns of the hos- 
pital, all of which are separate buildings. 

If t'he %Home n7as fortunate in ita foundation 
it is fortunate also in its ofhers, fur the 3Iedi- 
cal Superintendent, Mr. Gauvain, keen man of 
science, excellent administrator, and hospitable 
host, has evidently the interest of the chil- 
dren a t  heart, aiid is regarded as a personal 
friend by each one of them ; and efficiency ancl 
warm human interest are evident throughout 
the domestic and nursingdepartments incharge 
of the Matron, Miss J. P. Robertson. 

It was my good fortune to visit the Horrle 
last week, and although a snowstorm swept the 
grounds a t  intervals, i t  mattered 1it.tle for the 
power house supplies the warmth which Beeps 
the buildings warm ancl cheery, and wincl and 
storm only serve to accentuate their c o h e s s .  
One steps out of the  open verandah into Xiss 
Robertson's room, and straightway the keen 
atmosphere changes to one of grateful ~7-arnith. 
Adjoining i t  is the Nurses' Home--all an the - one level-with comfortably furnished becl- 
rooms, a dining-room in which the tables were 
cuvered with spotless linen, the polished glass 
shone like c rp ta l ,  and all the table appoint- 
ments had t.he refinementi of a well orclerecl 
private house. 

The kitchen which adjoins is supplied with 
t~7o ranges, one of which is in use, ancl the 
other left ready for lighting nest inurning. 
White tiled larders and pantries, well stoclid 
crockery and linen cupboards testify to  the 
good order of the domestic department. 

'At  Ejome little distance is the Night KurdeF;' 
House, where the Night Sister ancl aursefi sleep 
secure from disturbance by the souncls of 

~ 

clnily life, an3 further, to the rightl the s u n q  
Ghapel, attenclecl b~ the staff, the College buys, 
aiid such cliilclreii as are nreII eiiough to bc 
present. The Bishop of LO~IL~OU is 011c of t h ~ s  
Trustees of the Holnc, nncl tlllc. Chapel coiitaiiil* 
soiiitt l'ictorcs d i i ch  arc liis gift. 

On the Iiifiliest ritlfic of :illj a8 bofittiiig his 
position, is the cIc*lightiuI buiigdow of the Me&- 
cnl Supcriiitendent , wlierv Rlr. L3 suvnin fnlfils 
the upostolic iujuiwtioin to " eiitertlniii strtnii- 
+ere " in charming nnil friencllirst fashion. Ail- 
joining are rooiiis for the accoiiliuoclntioii of the 
Trustees when the;). visit the Home. 

A tour of the w.varcls '' person:tllg conducted " 
by the lfeclical Superintendent aild Matxon, 
when B4r. Gauwin esplainecl many points in 
relation to  tlie cases, was oi great, interest. 

Finfit in orcler was the " Obser~~ntion Ward," 
consisting of a series of glass cubicles. . All new 
cases are aclmitted to  this ward for a fortnight, 
ancl it has been an  " untold benefit," no epi- . 
deiiiic having yet occurrecl in the Home. Cases 
such as n~uiiips ancl wliooping cough, which 
clerelop in this ward, are nursed there, but; 
scarlet fever, ineaslcs, etc., are sent to the 
isolation block. From the nuising point of 
view, there -is the further advantage that thk. 
childreii :ire thoroughly clean .c~lhen aclniitteil 
to the geiieral wards. 

In  the general wards Nr .  Gauvain esplainecl 
thc principles cli i  which Iic1 :ipl)liw cctensious 
ant1 plaster spli~it.< niid jacket.;. Thiis in applg- 
i n s  a n  est:>iwion to a leg, this whould not be 
plared in an nhsolutely straight position, but 
slightly idxliictrrl if the con-ect position is t o  be 
atttiinecl eventiiallp. liiotlicr ingenious niethod 
employed, when piitting up a leg in plaster, 
and esten4on i.: desired, is to  carry the bandagt, 
incorporated iibove tlie conclyles o€ the fcmur, 
the " pull " is there€cre on this bone, ancl tlherc 
is TIC> pr~loiigrcl stixin 011 tlic linee joint, its 
is iiievitn1)lP n r h t ~ i i  tlie extension is applied only 

appliance~s should bc. To ilmmibe thrir scicii- 
tific pwcision c l m i t u i c l f i  tlic pen of n mrdicnl 
pwkitioder, hut ti ti*nintd nurse is nbhk to n p -  
preciate tlie skill with which thry arc' applied, 
nncl their evenness and smoothness, attained 
bg constant practice. None O€ tlir pluster TTOL'I~ 
js clone in the wnrils. All the chilcll;cn are tnlieli 
t o  the p1ar;ter room far this purpo~e ,  where to 
blie nninitiatecl the " gallows " on which the 
cliilrlreii are placed while the jnclicts are being 
fippliccl, appear to he ail inst~rri~mnt~ of torture. 
Here dsrr thc~ crlliiloid jft(4lirtr; and  spliiits n r ~ !  
mntlr wliicli the c.hilrlwn w t w  when well 
ennufili to hr tnlmi oiit c d  plnfitm. It ~1101il~i 
he notet1 tlitlt; rill pliistc~ jnclrc~ts nre rlinile with 

to the lflwcr le?. 
Thp ] > I i i ~ t ~ r  JiIC'ketS are IiIodcls O€ wlint s ~ c h  
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