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of the Society for tlie State Registration of 
Trained Murses,-I consicler it a great privilege 
to spedc to you to-clny. I ani in a unique 
position in regard to  this iiioreiiient, being 
registered in the State of i\laryland in tile 
United States, a inember of the Trained 
Nurses’ Association of India, and also a mem- 
ber of this English Association; and so I felt 
it, to be my duty to respond to our President’s 
request that I should speak to you, and thought 
that  you would recognise in my cosmopolitan 
intercst in nursing niy escuse for appearing 
before you. I had no share in the w6rk for 
registration in the United States, as I was in 
India, and only went through tlie process of 
registering when the time came, but I hope t o  
be associated with nursing progress in India 
until resistration is accoiiiplished there, 
alt~lioi~gh it may be a matter of years, and I ani 
glad to give whntewr siight assistance I can to 
this socicty. 

YOU have uil re id  of tlie ancient niethnd of 
iiicclical relief in India, wlie~e the people turned 
thenisplvcs owr  to the tender niercies o f  the 
Iillnge bnrber, u-110 m s  a inor4 or less sage 
iiicilicinc intin, or to ~ o i i i e  who hacl gciiiid n 
reputation for expelling evil spirits. Wonder- 
ful skories arc! told of the superi.ior Iino.tvledge of 
thc,;e hnkiina ; they tire quite generally believed 
to be able to tell just what you have had to  eat 
by feeling your pulse. My Hinclustani teacher 
\vas a great admirer of these pseudo doctors, 
and T th id i  the want of iiioneF enough to  buy 
an outfit of medicine ancl bottles was all that, 
kept him from setting up for himself in the 
same line. A story which lie greatly enjoyed, 
and satTT no reason t o  disbelieve, related how 
n inan X I ~ S  relieved of sonie dog fleas which had 
got into his stomach and worriecl him by their 
coiiiiaual $biting. He nvnb to the hcrkiut in his 
trouble and the iiitin, a€ter expressing his 
sgiiipathy, aslied him to dine with him t h ~ t  
evening. The two men sat clown to  21 clisli of 
savoliyy c u i q ~ ,  which the’ l t c ~ k i ~ ) ~  refused ou the 
pretost that he was ciii special diet and could 
not eat nieat for a fen. clays. The patient ate 
llenrtily ancl shortly after dinner the lmlc i i i i  

p ~ ~ e  hini an emetic, xvhcn the fleas all came 1111 
ailhering to  the meat. It W R S  dog’s flesh, 
onrl they had recognised it and attacked it at 
Once on its arrival in tlie imn’s stolllach. 

* An Addre% d&vere& a t  the AniiuaP 3fWtillX 
of the society for the State Registration of 
Trained NiirsPs, T m d o n ,  lhS,  1911. 

Xhe credulity of thc people is almost beyond 
belief ; let a inan once establish a name for him- 
self, niid inipossible cures will be accorded to  
him. Even 2f Western doctors who become 
well l i i i O \ n l ,  and win the confidence of numbers 
of people,5 positively miraculous stories of 
surgical operations and other treatment are 
told. One of these was related to my husbalrd 
in perfect faith by a man who was well 
eilucated, n Sanscrit scholar, a man in good 
psition, and in continual touch with 
Western minds. The operator in this case was 
R medical missionary who is one of the best 
1inon.n surgeons in Western India. This is the 
story :-A woman was brought to the doctor 
suffering from a uterine tumour. She was 
pregnant. ancl the tumpur was threatening the 
life of the child. The doctor procured a goat 
which was also pregnant; he operated on both 
tlie woman and the goat, and removing the kids 
from their mother, placed the huinan child and 
the placenta in the uteriis of the goat while 
he tooli out the tumour, when he returned the 
child iincl the placenta to their proper place, 
and the child lived and the woinan recovered. 

Tlic srsteiii of nursing honi time im,memorial, 
where outside help was needed, has been by 
dais. Although this ig not esactly a political 
irieetriiig I think I inay be allom-ed to say, 
Mndtim Presidelit, that they follow their call- 
inq by hepedity. These are tlie midwives of 
the cnunfq-, and with the esception of a few 
centres d i e r e  B large outside obstetrical prac- 
tice hiw been nrorlied up in connection ttTit1i n 
Iiirspital these wonlen do the great bulk of the 

rical morlr, and qualified men or women 
see very few cases escept those that hare  
baffled the dais civde and unclean efforts. 

The Government has an admirable system of 
iiie’ilic:il service with a Director General of Ci-d 
Hospit:ils at  the Presidency towns, Civil Sur- 
geons in the large towns, medical assistants in 
the smnller places, and apothecaries in the 
~ i l l t~ges .  The many escellent mission hospitals 
which are mitterecl throughout the country 
I need hardly mention, as they have the 
:idvantage Over tlie Government of being 
lirought before the public at the May Dieet- 
iiigs. Their work, especially that for women, 
is an invaluable supplement to the Govern- 
ment nlorli. The railways and other large 
ciuplo~ers of labow provide doctors for their 
staffs and also ,have hospitals of their own. 
By these means free medical attendance is 
ivitJiin reach of the majority of the people, and 
3et donstantly evep those who have come into 
dose touch with European life revert t o  their 
old form of treatment. About two years ago 
we learned that a relative of one of our ser- 
~ a n t s ,  td io  liv’ed in our compound, and was 
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