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"Welcome on behalf of the Government.

The Right Honble. Sir Kingsley Wood, Minister of
Health, welcomed the Congress on behalf of the Govern-
ment, and expressed the hope that, as a result of its de-
liberations, something might' be done to advance the
cause they all had at heart—improvement in the status
and conditions of the Nursing Profession in all parts of
the world. Nursing was now a definite profession, the
members of which were not substitutes for doctors, but
fellow workers in medicine. .

Welcome on behalf of the Profession of Medicine.

Lord Dawson of Penn, President of the Royal College
of Physicians, said that there were gathered together
here representatives of many nations of the great Profession
of Nursing. The Medical Profession was very semsible
of the great part played by nurses in the work of healing,
and of how ineffective the science of medicine would often
be in its purpose without the inspiring work of that pro-
fession. Nursing was more than a profession, it had a
dual basis and was also a vocation. On behalf of the
profession of medicine he welcomed the Congress

Something more than Scientific Knowledge required.

Sir Cuthbert Wallace, President of the Royal College
of Surgeons expressed great pleasure in welcoming the
Congress, as part of the great work of healing. No one
knew the power of Nursing till he had been a patient,
as he himself had been. Given equal technical abilities
there were nurses and nurses. Something more than
scientific knowledge was required. That something,
let them call it what they would—call it the spirit of
Florence Nightingale—turned a trade into a profession.

The Board of Education doubly interested in the
Nursing . Profession.

Mr. Kenneth Lindsay, Parliamentary Secretary to the
Board of Education, which he said it was his pleasure and
privilege to represent, welcomed so many nurses.

The Board of Education, he said, were doubly interested
in the Nursing Profession. In the first place the local
education authorities throughout England and Wales
employed a nursing staff equivalent to 2,574 whole-time
nurses, who assisted the Medical Officers at school inspec-
tions and work in the school clinics, and also followed
up the work in the schools by visits to the children’s homes
and by interviews with their parents. The Board were
naturally concerned with the education of so large a number
of women in the employment of the authorities, and too
much thought could not be given to providing the training
which would best fit them for the special duties required
in the School Medical Service.

In the second place, Mr. Lindsay continued, his Depart-
ment was interested in the education of nurses because
they were anxious that the schools should help the Nursing
Profession as far as possible by supplying the kind of girls
that were needed. The Nursing Profession were always
ready to welcome the intelligent girl with the right kind
of temperament for the work, and he was very glad to
know that a simple test examination was to be instituted

"which was intended to save unsuitable girls the trouble
and disappointment of going further with their training.
He assured the Conference that the Board of Education
would be very ready to encourage the schools to do anything
that was required to meet the Profession’s needs, and to
assist the nursing authorities in this country by any means
in their power.

A Welcome in French.
The Chairman then called upon Mlle, J. de Joannis
President of the National Association of Trained Nurses
of France, who spoke as follows :—
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VOTRE ALTESSE ROVALE, MADAME LA PRESIDENTE, MES
CuerES COLLEGUES DE LANGUE FRANCAISE,

J'ai honneur de vous transmettre un trés chaleureux
message de bienvenue de la part du Conseil International
des Infirmidres. L'accueil qui vous est réservé sera
grandiose, empreint de la plus cordiale sympathie, et
vous en garderez un vivant souvenir.

C'est le 8¢me Congrés International des Infirmi¢res qui
s'ouvre aujourd’hui et le Conseil International groupe
200,000 Infirmidres representant les Associations Nationales.
de 29 pays. .

Le préambule des statuts du Conseil International vous
fera réaliser le but qu’il se propose: ‘‘ Nous, infirmiéres
des différents pays du monde, fermement convaincues
qu’une collaboration plus étroite sur le terrain de la pensée,
de la sympathie et des buts communs favorisera le dévelop-
pement de notre profession, déclarons nous reunir en une
fédération d’Associations d’infirmitres diplomées afin de
perfectionner le service des malades, promouvoir la Santé
Publique et sauvegarder I'honneur et les intéréts de la
profession d’Infirmiére.”

L’échange sur le plan international s’avére indispensable.
Cet échange permet a chaque nation le bénéfice des ex-
périences faites par toutes ; il nous enrichit ainsi individuel-
lement de connaissances nouvelles et crée entre nous un
lien de sympathie plus compréhensive.

Durant ces quelques jours qui réunissent les infirmiéres
de tous pays parlant tant de langues différentes il est
émouvant de penser au lien puissant qui nous unit : celui
de notre service pour 'humanité souffrante. Ou que nous
allions dans le Monde, nous trouvons !'étre humain frappé
par la maladie, et, partour auprés de lui, nous trouvons
Yinfirmiére pour le soigner et le réconforter.

Pour toutes les infirmiéres de langue frangaise dont je
connais la tAche souvent bien lourde et les responsabilités
écrasantes des quelques jours consacrés & la documentation,
&4 l'échange de vues, aux réunions fraternelles, revivifieront
Tesprit de la vocation qui, dans le travail journalier passe
sur nous comme un souffle léger dont nous ne réalisons pas
toujours la puissance.

Puisse votre présence & ce Congrés qui réunit les In-
firmiéres les plus éminentes de tous les pays representant
la foule innombrable de celles qui ont consacré leur vie au
soulagement de leurs semblables, raviver cet esprit afin
qu’il vous emporte d'un souffle vivifiant et qu’il vous
raméne avec des forces nouvelles vers la tiche qui vous
attend. N’oublions pas, en effet, que notre vocation est
élevée désormais & la hauteur d'une profession. Organisée,
reconnue en tous pays comme indispensable au bien-&tre
de ceux qui souffrent, enrichie par des statuts qui lui
conférent une dignité nouvelle, sa pratique, pour conserver
la. confiance qui lui est faite requiert de chacune de nous
un perfectionnement constant et un esprit de service
toujours plus généreux.”

A Welcome in German.

Frau Oberin Helene Blunck, President of the German
Nurses’ Association, then spoke as follows :—

Liebe Schwestern, es ist mir eine hohe Ehre und Freude,
Thnen die herzlichsten Griisse unserer deutschen Schwestern
zu iiberbringen, Ebenso hat unsere Reichsfrauenfiihrerin,
Frau Gertrud Scholtz-Klink, mich beauftragt, in ihrem
Namen die in London versammelten Schwestern der
Welt zu griissen. Sic ist sehr an der Arbeit der Kranken-~
pilegerinnen interessiert.

Wir sind mit Freuden der Einladung zu dem Kongress
gefolgfc und ich bitte Sie, liebe Schwestern, davon iiberzeugt
zu sein, dass sich die deutschen Schwestern in hohem
Masse den Schwestern der Welt verbunden fithlen, Wer
ernsthaft arbeitet, fiihlt das Bediirfnis in sich, seine Erfah-
rungen mit Berufskameraden auszutauschen. Es war
Schwester Agnes Karll, die nicht miide wurde, uns auf den
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